
 

OBWB boss praises partnerships as key to organization’s success 

over the past 40 years 

By staff1 on September 11, 2013 

A small organization like the Okanagan Basin Water Board (OBWB) would not have so many 

success stories over the past 42 years without a dedicated and supportive team of partners, said 

executive director Dr. Anna Warwick Sears during the organization’s annual genera meeting last 

week in Kelowna. 

Speaking at Rotary Centre for the Arts last Friday, Warwick Sears said partnerships and their 

importance in the work of the OBWB were crucial to the organization’s long history of success since 

it was established in 1970. 

As the Okanagan faces increasing challenges to our water supply – with aging infrastructure and 

stronger rainstorms, a growing population and increasing demand for water, uncertain water 

supplies due to climate change and drought and potential for invasive species – partnerships will be 

critical in addressing these issues. 

“It’s through collaboration that we have done the science to understand what we’re facing, and it’s 

through working with others that we need to develop and implement the strategies to make sure our 

communities are prepared,” said Warwick Sears. 

The agency released its annual report entitled “Working Together to Protect our Watershed.” 

“Partnerships are key in everything we do,” explained Warwick Sears, naming some of the highlights 

from the past year. 

The OBWB’s Okanagan Water Stewardship Council – presented this year with an Award of 

Excellence in Water Stewardship by Canada’s premiers – is a great example of working together, 

she noted. 

The council is the technical advisory body to the OBWB’s board of directors and is made up of 

representatives from 26 agencies concerned with water (e.g. First Nations, farmers, ranchers, 

realtors, planners, academics, and many more). 

“It was through collaboration that we worked with Okanagan water utilities to develop and then set 

them up on the online B.C. Water Use Reporting Centre to help keep track of our water supplies,” 

said Warwick Sears. “Through partnerships with local, the B.C. and federal government that we 

installed groundwater monitoring wells.” 
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By collecting public input and working with several other agencies, the OBWB provided meaningful 

feedback to the International Joint Commission in its drafting of new Operating Orders for Osoyoos 

Lake, helping protect the water needs of the Okanagan Valley. 

Partnerships are expanding, she added, noting that working with the business community the OBWB 

has successfully launched a valley-wide “Make Water Work” water conservation campaign, as well 

as the “Don’t Move a Mussel” initiative to prevent the spread of invasive mussels. 

The organization’s milfoil control program continues to reap rewards as milfoil is harvested and 

rototilled every year in numerous lakes in the South Okanagan, she said. 

The reality remains that residents in the Okanagan Valley use more water per capita than any other 

region in this country and problems relating to water and water management are only going to 

increase as more and more people flock to live in one of the most scenic regions in our country, she 

said. 

A small army of dedicated volunteers who are directly involved in numerous OBWB programs and 

initiatives remain crucial to the success of the organization, she said. 

“We’re fortunate to have a lot of people on board who really care about the work we’re doing,” she 

said. 

The OBWB will continue to offer grants to communities looking to upgrade water and sewage 

facilities as it has for the past several years, she said. 

She’s proud to lead an organization that is doing such good work for so many people, said Warwick 

Sears. 

The OBWB will continue to push to establish a valley-wide water policy, establish universal 

monitoring and metering programs, improve flood planning, introduce new source protection 

initiatives and continue its many community and education programs, she said. 

The OBWB was established in 1970 as a collaboration of the three Okanagan regional districts – 

north, central and Okanagan-Similkameen. The board provides leadership for sustainable water 

management by projecting and enhancing the quality of life and environment in the Okanagan basin, 

from Armstrong to Osoyoos, she said. 

Anyone wishing to view the OBWB’s 2013 annual report can do so by visiting the website at 

www.obwb.ca/overview/annual-reports/. 

KEITH LACEY 

Osoyoos Times 


